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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION (HDC) MEETING MINUTES
CALUMET VILLAGE TOWNHALL, 340 SIXTH STREET
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2025 - 5:30 PM

Present: Chair Abe Voelker; Commissioners Cassie Dronet, Dave Geisler, Chris Green, Pamela

Que

Absent:
Present from the Village: Manager Megan Haselden; Fellow Joey Foster
Present from the public: Ryan Heinonen (205 5" St); Keary Ecklund (Luigi’s)

Call to Order / Roll Call / Pledge of Allegiance
Voelker called te meeting to order at 5:30pm with roll call and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Petitions from the Public (members of the public have 5 minutes to speak)
None.
Acceptance of Agenda
Que moved, supported by Geisler, to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion Carried 5/0
Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting of March 26, 2025
Green moved, supported by Geisler, to approve the minutes as presented.
Motion Carried 5/0

Unfinished Business

. KNHPAC Heritage Grant (Street Sign Project)

Que provided updates on the sign project; with many of the signs already installed along 6
Street. There are still signs to be installed on 5™ Street. The signs will not work on the
concrete poles on 5" Street and must be placed on village metal poles.
Que moved, supported by Geisler, to have the new signs placed only on the metal poles and
recommends that the DPW replace the pole at the corner of 5™ & Elm St.

Motion Carried 5/0

New Business

. Applications for Certificate of Appropriateness

205 5™ Street — Windows
Commission reviewed the COA application for 205 5 Street and thanked Mr. Heinonen
for pausing work and coming to the HDC. Heinonen explained that they are renovating

the top floor of the building to include residential apartments and that per the Houghton
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County Building Inspector, they are not allowed to have the windows go to the floor and
must install shorter windows at a height that comes to the middle of the second floor. The
siding will come up to the bottom of the window and they will try to keep the window
trim the same as original. The commission reviewed work proposed on the back of the
building and the overall project and recommends that they use LP Siding that is not
textured.
Green moved, supported by Que, to approve a Notice to Proceed, not a COA, since the
windows are not going to remain the original height. This Notice to Proceed will require
the property owner provide the building code or a letter from the Building Inspector
confirming the window height restrictions.

Motion Carried 5/0

ii.  Luigi’s
Ecklund, the owner of the property, let the commission know that windows, including the
window to a door, were broken by a vandal and that they have boarded up the spaces and
replaced the door with a metal door. These are temporary fixes, with the original
openings in-tact for when they replace them.
The Commission requests that the plywood used and that the steel door be painted black,
to blend in with the rest of the building and asks the property owner to come with a COA
application once they are ready to replace the windows/door. The property owner also
mentioned a new sign at the business, and will provide a COA application prior to
installation.
iii.  Copper Country Associated Artists Sign

Que moved, supported by Dronet, to approve the COA application for the new sign as it
is at the appropriate height and meets all requirements.

Motion Carried 5/0

2. Administrative Approvals (none)
3. HDC Outreach Event June 12% 4:30 — 7:30
Haselden reviewed the outline for the public engagement event and asks that all
Commissioners attend.

4. HDC coordinator Report
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Haselden provided updates from the Michigan Historic Preservation Network conference that
she and Commissioner Que attended in May and reviewed the proposed HDC Bylaws, which
are needed for RRC Certification, asking Commissioners to review prior to the July meeting

and provide any questions/changes.

. Architectural Advisor Vacancy

Que updated that John Arnold is willing to assist the HDC on questions but cannot commit to
becoming the Architectural Advisor. Haselden to reach out to James Marusich.
Announcements and/or Comments

Comments from the Public (members of the public have 5 minutes to speak)

Adjourn

Que moved, seconded by Dronet, to adjourn the meeting at 7:11pm.

Motion Carried 5/0

Respectfully submitted,

Megan Haselden, Village Manager
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