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Economic Development Assistance

The following list contains village, regional, and state resources that offer
financial, technical, and/or organizational support for a wide range of economic
development initiatives within the Village of Calumet. Please reach out to
Calumet’s point of contact, Village Manager Megan Haselden, for further
information or assistance.

Village Resources

Calumet Downtown Development Authority (DDA) — The Village of Calumet
DDA is dedicated to fostering a healthy and robust business environment within
the downtown commercial district. The Calumet DDA works closely alongside the
Village Manager/DDA Administrator to incentivize the redevelopment of historic
buildings and create new business opportunities for local entrepreneurs.

» DDA Small Grant — The Calumet DDA offers a Small Scale Grant Program
that supports business development and beautification projects with a 100%
match on requests ranging from $250 to $2,500. More information is
available on the village website at https://www.villageofcalumet.com/dda-

orant-opportunities.html.

» Megan Haselden, Village Manager/DDA Administrator
Phone: (906) 337-1713
Email: manager@villageofcalumet.com
Website: https:/www.villageofcalumet.com/




Calumet Historic District Commission (HDC)— The Village of Calumet HDC is
tasked with safeguarding the architectural heritage of the Village’s Civic and
Commercial Historic District, established in 2002, which lies within the boundaries
of the Keweenaw National Historical Park. The HDC sets guidelines for external
changes and improvements to buildings within the downtown area to best preserve
the historic masonry. A Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) application must be
submitted to the HDC for any external work within the district.

» Michigan State Historic Tax Credit Program — Facilitated by the
Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the tax credit program
offers 25% credit on qualified rehabilitation expenditures on properties
located within the historic district of the Village of Calumet. More
information is located at https://www.miplace.org/historic-
preservation/programs-and-services/historic-preservation-tax-credits/.

» Megan Haselden, Village Manager/HDC Coordinator
Phone: (906) 337-1713
Email: manager@villageofcalumet.com
Website: https:/www.villageofcalumet.com/

Main Street Calumet — Main Street Calumet is a vital partner to the Village of
Calumet, responsible for numerous community programs, small business seminars,
and revitalization efforts within the community. The mission of Main Street
Calumet is to strengthen the collaboration between local businesses and
organizations, individuals and governments to create a vibrant historic community.

» Jared Howard, Executive Director
Phone: (906) 337-6246
Email: info@mainstreetcalumet.com
Website: https://www.mainstreetcalumet.com/




Regional Resources

Houghton County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (HCBRA) - HCBRA
aims to incentivize the redevelopment of blighted, neglected, contaminated, and
tax reverted properties throughout Houghton County. The HCBRA can provide
financial assistance through tax increment financing authorities (TIF), along with
brownfield grants and loans.

» Houghton County Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) — Revolving loan funds
are made available by HCBRA to support the redevelopment of certain
properties deemed eligible by Michigan’s Brownfield Redevelopment Act.
These funds can be used for brownfield plans, environmental assessments,
remediation efforts, demolition costs, and abatements.

» Chelsea Rheault, Houghton County Administrator
Phone: (906) 482-8307
Email: controller@houghtoncounty.net
Website: https:/www.houghtoncounty.net/commissions-brownfield.php

Invest UP — Invest UP is a regional economic development organization whose
mission is to increase prosperity throughout the UP. Invest UP helps stimulate
local economies through promotion of the UP, the attraction of business and
entrepreneurs, and workforce development.

» Marty Fittante, Chief Executive Olfficer
Phone: (906) 376-0676
Email: invest@investupmi.com
Website: https://www.investupmi.com/

Keweenaw Chamber of Commerce — The Keweenaw Chamber of Commerce is a
voluntary organization of business professionals from Houghton and

Keweenaw Counties who have joined together for the purpose of promoting the
economic well-being of the business community in the Keweenaw Peninsula. The
goal of the chamber is to supportlocal businesses through stakeholder engagement



and coordination efforts while promoting activities that drive economic growth in
the region.

» Katie Schlief, Chamber Support Specialist
Phone: (906) 482-5240

Email: info@keweenaw.org
Website: www.keweenaw.org

Keweenaw Economic Development Alliance (KEDA) — KEDA provides
essential services to entrepreneurs, business startups, and economic developers,
including resource-matching, project planning, and financial packaging.

> Jeff Ratcliffe, Executive Director
Phone: (906) 482-6817
Email: jeff@kedabiz.com
Website: www.kedabiz.com

L’Anse Area Community Development Corporation (LACDC)— Established in
2024, LACDC is a nonprofit organization that provides technical assistance to
housing developers in the Western UP. The goal of LACDC is to accelerate
housing development in the region by coordinating stakeholder efforts, identifying
potential housing sites, and offering assistance for housing grants.

» Mary Myers, Board Chair
Email: mary@baragacounty.org
Website: https://keweenawbay.org/edc/cdc/

Michigan Tech Enterprise Corporation (MTEC) SmartZone — A SmartZone is
a designated area in Michigan focused on supporting technology-driven businesses
and innovation; MTEC is one of twenty SmartZones throughout the state of
Michigan. MTEC offers mentorship, funding opportunities, office space,
networking, and coordination for tech-based startups.

» David Rowe, Chief Executive Officer



Phone: (906) 487-7000
Email: mtec@mtecsz.com
Website: https:/www.mtecsz.com/

Upper Peninsula Michigan Works — UP MI Works is focused on improving
workforce development to build successful businesses and strengthen the local
economy. UP MI Works bridges the gap between potential employees and
employers, providing technical assistance, business services, trainings and
workshops, and regional coordination among institutional stakeholders throughout
the UP.

» Debb Brunell, Chief Executive Officer
Phone: (906) 482-6916 — Hancock Office
Website: https://www.upmichiganworks.org/

Western Upper Peninsula Planning & Development Region (WUPPDR) —
WUPPDR is a regional planning agency that acts as the central point of contact for
local developmental resources, striving to foster stable and diversified economies
in the Western UP. WUPPDR facilitates recurring grant initiatives related to
housing and development and provides technical assistance and other services
useful to private developers.

» Jerry Wuorenmaa, Executive Director
Phone: (906) 482-7205
Email: info@wuppdr.org
Website: https:// www.wuppdr.org/




State Resources

Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) — MEDC is a robust
development agency that, in collaboration with more than 100 economic
development partners, offers multiple modes of assistance including gap financing,
grant matching, small business incubation, housing development, and community
revitalization. MEDC houses many programs and services, including the Michigan
Strategic Fund, that are available online.

» Michigan Strategic Fund — Through the Michigan Strategic Fund, MEDC
offers numerous funding opportunities and financial assistance programs to
private developers and businesses, including the Michigan Business
Development Program, the Michigan Community Revitalization Program,
and the Private Equity Bond Program.

» For more MEDC services, please visit
https://www.michiganbusiness.org/services/.

» Vicki Schwab, Senior Business Development Manager
Phone: (906) 235-9208
Email: schwabv@michigan.org
Website: https://www.michiganbusiness.org/

Michigan Small Business Development Center (SBDC) — MI SBDC aims to
enhance Michigan’s economic well-being by providing consulting, business
education and market research to help small businesses launch, grow, transition
and innovate. MISBDC’s UP regional team is based at Michigan Tech University.

» For information on MI SBDC’s local team, please visit
https://michigansbdc.org/upper-peninsula-region/.

» Daniel Yoder, Senior Business Consultant
Phone: (906) 487-2469
Email: dayoder@mtu.edu
Website: https://michigansbdc.org/
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Michigan State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) — SHPO evaluates,
protects and promotes Michigan’s historic built environment and archaeological
sites. SHPO offers arange of programs and services, including tax credit programs
for the rehabilitation of historic buildings.

» Michigan State Historic Tax Credit Program — Mentioned above, this tax
credit program offers 25% credit on qualified rehabilitation expenditures on
properties registered as historical sites and/or located within the boundaries
of a historic district.

» Federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits — Jointly administered by the
National Park Service (NPS) and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in
partnership with SHPO, federal tax credits are available for properties that
are rehabilitated for the purpose of housing one or more businesses.

» Ryan Schumaker, State Historic Preservation Olfficer
Phone: (517) 328-8863
Email: schumakerrl @michigan.gov
Website: https:// www.miplace.org/historic-preservation/

Northern Initiatives — Northern Initiatives provides loans and other business
services to Michigan entrepreneurs and small business owners, including online
resources through the Initiate learning platform. Available loans range from
$1,000 to $500,000.

» For more information on loans, please visit
https://northerninitiatives.org/available-loans/.

» Sam Lanctot, Commercial Lender
Phone: (906) 228-5571
Email: slanctot@northerninitiatives.org
Website: https://northerninitiatives.org/




Pure Michigan Talent Connect (PMTC) — PMTC serves as the State’s labor
exchange system, connecting job seekers and employers and linking all public and
private stakeholders who support Michigan’s workforce.

» Phone: +1 (833) 727-3495 — Customer Contact Center
Website: https://www.mitalent.org/




